
Beautiful Before & After

Our Program Manager, Laura Lewis-
Watts, recently visited our project in 
India. On a visit to Thiruvannamalai, 
the district where our project has been 
active since 2005, she met with Youkith 
Vaseekaran, age 5 and his father, Balaji. 

Youkith has been working with his 
community-based rehabilitation (CBR) 
volunteer for one year. The speech 
therapy element is made possible because 
the volunteer works with Youkith at his 
school. His dad is very happy that this is 
available for his son, and that he is now 
better accepted at school. 

Raised by his maternal grandmother, 
Paa Kwasi was referred to our project 
in Ghana due to his bilateral cleft lip 
and palate. The eight year old has gone 
through three surgeries: the first to repair 
his bilateral cleft lip in 2004, the second 
to repair his cleft palate in 2005, and the 
third to repair his palatal fistula in 2007.

He has benefited from post surgical 
rehabilitation and attended our partner’s 
panel clinics on a number of occasions. 
Thanks to a Dutch NGO, Paa is now 
attending school.

Laura also visited our project in China 
recently and met Mengxuan, a 17 year 
old, who was awaiting surgery. An outgo-
ing girl, Mengxuan spoke to Ms. An An 
Wu, Amity’s Director of Social Welfare 
about how she was working hard in 
school and on her speech. Inspired by  
An An, she would like to help others 
through community work in the future. 
She was grateful for the treatment that 
she has received at Jiangsu Hospital. 

How our supporters transform the lives of children – Spring 2012
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The children and adults we support are 
beautiful – before, during and after cleft 
treatment. Children with cleft lip and 
palate are beautiful and resilient. We see 
the beauty in every child we support –  
we don’t view them as a ‘case’ to be cured 
or fixed.

We support a comprehensive 
approach – helping a child speak well, 
hear well, eat well, feel well, and look  

well – so they have every chance to live  
a full, normal life.

You can meet Youkith and some 
of the other children whose lives 
have been transformed. Visit our 
Youtube channel at www.youtube.com/
TransformingFacesCA or visit our  
blog at www.transformingfaces.org/blog

Donations go towards our cleft pro-
grams where medical teams are trained 

in the most up-to-date procedures. 
Donations also fund free, local access to 
reconstructive surgery and rehabilita-
tion such as hearing and speech therapy, 
dental and orthodontic care, nutrition 
and psycho-social support.

Thank you for your continued support 
and your belief in transformation for 
these beautiful children! 



The focus of the project will be four Community 
Rehabilitation Centres (CRCs), which will mitigate many 
obstacles, including geographical distance, allowing low-
income families better access to quality treatment close to 
their homes. 

Families used to travel up to two hours to receive atten-
tion and pay $12 to receive speech therapy. Now they only 
have to travel 20 minutes to receive free speech treatment 
for their children. 

At the core of our work is the unwavering philosophy 
that surgery is an important part of a child’s treatment, but 
it’s just the beginning of the journey. Specialized support and 
rehabilitation, from speech therapy to dentistry, audiology  
to counselling, is needed by every baby born with a cleft. 

Since 1999, we have transformed the lives of 9,220 cleft 
lip and palate patients through 155,779 surgeries and inter-
ventions – thanks to supporters like you!

With gratitude for your help in transforming lives,

 
Esteban Lasso 
Executive Director

Message from Esteban: An Update from Peru

Extended 
Deadline:  
Take our 
Survey!
We are currently looking at ways 
to better communicate with our 
donors and supporters. Please 
take a moment to let us know how 
we’re doing and how we can do 
better in the future at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ 
TFWsurvey 
Deadline to submit responses is 
June 27, 2012.

All responses are anonymous. 
Thank you in advance for  
your feedback!

Esteban meets with members of the KusiRostros team in Peru. 
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I am currently writing from Peru, where I am visiting our 
KusiRostros project. In January 2012, following a feasibility 
study, Transforming Faces established a project to provide 
decentralized care for families of children with cleft lip and 
palate in four poor areas of Lima. The project will span three 
years and aims to develop an effective, accessible model to 
offer complete health care.

India
Our Program Manager, Laura Lewis-Watts, recently visited a new rural district 
in India where our current project is expanding. Suraj, a Speech-Language 
Pathologist with our project in India, pictured, led training at a local NGO to 
sensitize existing volunteers about cleft lip and palate (CLP) and our project. 

“It is really important to have local NGOs involved in order to reach patients 
through the existing community networks,” said Laura. “Over 40 people 
showed up at this training and there was a lot of interest, which was great!”



LeBrun’s cousin was born with cleft 
lip and palate, but the cleft was rem-
edied immediately. The difference in 
Thailand, he said, was that children with 
clefts were three to six years old and just 
being treated for the first time and some, 
including a 26 year old man he met, had 
lived their entire life with unrepaired 
clefts. He cited social isolation and nega-
tive effects on livelihood and life chances 
as repercussions of delayed treatment.

“Cleft Lip and Palate is the best exam-
ple of my thesis. The disparity is such 
that comparatively, being born in the US, 
you will be treated as soon as possible, 
with the best plan,” he said. “It’s not the 
same in underserved regions.”

LeBrun witnessed pre-op, post-op, 
ENT (ear, nose and throat) and multidis-
ciplinary care. The mobile speech therapy 
clinic was his most interesting experi-
ence. He cited our project as one of the 
best examples of the holistic approach in 
action. Cleft lip and palate necessitates 
comprehensive care, as patients have a lot 
of other associated problems, he says.

“The best part was seeing the entire 
process for different kids at different 
times in their rehabilitation process,” said 
LeBrun. “The people [involved in the proj-
ect] are amazing, they work exceedingly 
hard to care for these kids. They pour their 
lives and hearts into what they do.”

However, LeBrun cited a lack of 
speech therapists at the projects and 
the geographical barriers some families 
face in attending appointments. Since 
2000, Transforming Faces has attempted 
to provide speech therapy to registered 
patients. However, there are only 108 
speech pathologists and 86 audiologists 
in Thailand, a country with a popula-
tion of 69 million. Less than five speech 
pathologists work in the Northern region. 

In conjunction with NWDF, 
Transforming Faces has attempted to 
expand its reach by training village 
health workers to provide basic speech 
therapy to rural patients in Thailand and 
Laos. In the meantime, NWDF contin-
ues to provide medical cleft attention to 
minority indigenous groups in Thailand, 
Laos and Myanmar. 

On May 16, Transforming Faces held a 
Beautiful Before & After celebration and 
initial reports suggest that we’ve raised 
$34,741.00 for our programs!

We’re extremely grateful to our 
friends for attending the event, our silent 
auction supporters, our sponsors, and 
our host Bev Thomson.

“The longer children with cleft lip and 
palate go without proper care, the more 
struggles they endure. But they do not 
need our pity. They are beautiful, just 
like other children,” said Esteban Lasso, 
Transforming Faces Executive Director.

The full amount of the proceeds 
raised at this event will go toward our 
cleft programs to train medical teams in 
the most up-to-date procedures. It will 
also fund free, local access to reconstruc-
tive surgery and rehabilitation such as 
hearing and speech therapy, dental and 
orthodontic care, nutrition and psycho-
social support.

A Great Success!
Beautiful Before & After Celebration

Thailand
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Clockwise: The evening’s host, Bev Thomson, talks to Talise (Molly) Mulholland; Jeanne Mott, 
Yeabsra’s host, with her granddaughter Moira, Yeabsra and Esteban Lasso; Bev Thompson; 
Attendees at our Beautiful Before & After celebration. For more pictures, visit our Facebook Page 
at www.facebook.com/TransformingFaces

Drake LeBrun, left, visits the NWDF project.

Drake LeBrun, who recently received the 
Thomas J. Watson fellowship, contacted 
Transforming Faces because he wanted 
to visit our partner project, the Northern 
Women’s Development Foundation 
(NWDF) of Thailand. NWDF operates 
the Cleft Lip, Cleft Palate Repair and 
Rehabilitation Project in the cities  
of Chiangmai and Chiangrai, as part  
of his thesis.

LeBrun, a recent graduate from Rice 
University with a degree in Biochemistry 
and Cell Biology, is studying disparities 
in surgical care and disease in developing 
nations.
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Yeabsra and Aynalem returned to Canada 
in January 2012. Since then, Yeabsra has 
undergone four surgeries to repair her 
forehead and rebuild her nose. Friends 
in Toronto have opened their arms and 
supported both Yeabsra and Aynalem 
through this journey. Thank you to all 
our amazing supporters! For more on 
Yeabsra’s journey, including coverage by 
Citytv, please visit our website. 

Yeabsra has received a very fun gift to 
play with as she recovers – an iPad 2! 
Joanne Somers, pictured with Yeabsra, 
and her daughter Isabelle, along with the 
support of Scooter Girl, a local toy shop, 
fundraised for the iPad 2. Isabelle thought 
that an iPad would help Yeabsra keep 
up with school work, learn English and 
provide some distraction. A collection 
jar at the Scooter Girl counter began and 
the idea soon amassed the attention of 
many people. The iPad will be sold when 
Yeabsra and her mother Aynalem are 
ready to return to Ethiopia and the money 
will be used to pay for Yeabsra and her 
brother’s school fees.

DONOR SPOTLIGHT:  
MEET MARILYN 

I found Transforming Faces a few years 
ago when I was looking for an appro-
priate way to honour and thank my 
orthodontist, Dr. Morris H. Wechsler.

What kind of gift could I give him 
in thanks for allowing me to finally eat 
and look like a normal person? After 
researching several similar organiza-
tions, I chose TF because you use your 
donated funds efficiently, thanks to the 
private charitable foundation that pays 
for your overhead.

 Many people find themselves 
wondering what kind of gift to give 
“someone who has everything” for 
birthdays, anniversaries, Christmas, and 
other special occasions. Instead of giv-
ing someone something that will just sit 
on a shelf, a donation to TF is a gift that 
lives a lifetime. 

Read Marilyn Berson Cohen’s  
full story on our blog:  
www.transformingfaces.org/blog

MPS Etobicoke School recently under-
took a fundraising initiative to support 
Yeabsra and raised just over $1,500!  
This will be matched thanks to a private 
charitable foundation. 

Transforming Faces worked hard 
to secure a place at school for Yeabsra. 
Proper stimulation and social interac-
tion are extremely important as part of 
her overall treatment. MPS Etobicoke 
School opened their doors and welcomed 
Yeabsra with open arms. 

Pictured: Esteban Lasso, TF Executive 
Director and Yeabsra at MPS. 

Dentistry students at the University  
of Toronto have hosted a bake sale and 
raised $300 to support our partner-
ship with Chennai’s Sri Ramachandra 
University (SRU) to provide care to rural 
families. The money will be matched by  
a private charitable foundation. 

First year dental students who helped 
bake for the sale. Left to Right: Kristin, 
Emily, Yasmeen, Eden

Your support transforms lives!

Connect with us! Sign up for eNews  
(http://tinyurl.com/TFWenews), or find us on 
Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and YouTube!

We never share, sell or rent mailing  
information provided to us by our supporters.

As of July 1, our new address will be:

Transforming Faces Worldwide
344 Bloor Street West, Suite 208
Toronto, Ontario  M5S 3A7
Tel: 416-222-6581  Fax: 416-913-9339
info@transformingfaces.org
www.transformingfaces.org

Charitable Registration Number: 86720 4034 RR0001

Closing the gap in cleft care. Thanks to you.
A private charitable foundation funds our administration costs, so 100% of  
your donation goes directly to cleft services. Donations of $200 or more will  
be matched by the foundation. Thank you for your kind support in transform-
ing lives in Argentina, China, Ethiopia, Ghana, India, Peru, and Thailand.
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